








Gallery Lessons

Language &
Literacy

Art & Ideas

Where do artists get ideas? This lesson will provide
an overview of the museum’s diverse collections
while focusing on what inspired the artists to create.
We will discuss depictions of people and places, liter-
ary and historical events, ritual objects, and a range
of emotions we all may experience. Your students
will leave these encounters ready to meet their next
blank page!

An excellent introductory visit for all grade levels,
this lesson can incorporate a drawing or writing
activity with an additional half hour.

English Language Arts Language Strand, Standards 1, 2; Reading
and Literature Strand, Standards 9, 10.  History & Social Science
Learning Standard 7.10c, 7.13, 7.16c, WHI.21E, WHI.29. /ﬂ
Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines,
Standards 6-10.

Language &
Literacy

Teacher’s Favorite

Young students love using the scientific method to
figure out which work of modern art is their teacher’s
favorite! Drawing on prior observations about your
visual preferences and gathering new data through
strategic questions developed in small groups, stu-
dents use deductive reasoning to arrive at an answer.

English Language Arts Language Strand, Standards 1, 2;
Reading and Literature Strand, Standards 9, 10. /" Science and
Technology/Engineering Scientific Inquiry Skills Standards
1-4. /Arts Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to Other

Disciplines, Standards 6-10.




Gallery Lessons

Language &
Literacy

Interpreting Portraits

We are all experts at reading facial expression and
body language, and that life skill can be used when
encountering portraits in the museum. This lesson
introduces new vocabulary and invites students to
interpret a broad range of paintings and sculptures
from around the world. Portraits sometimes include
“attributes,” or objects that give us clues to the sitter’s
identity. To create their own portraits, students play
the “Attributes Game,” selecting costume accessories
and posing for the camera.

Recommended for elementary grades.

English Language Arts Language Strand, Standards 1, 2; Reading
and Literature Strand, Standards 9, 10. History & Social Science
Learning Standards 7.10c, 7.13, 7.16c. /Arts Connections: History,
Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines, Standards 6-10.

Language &
Literacy

Making Meaning for Yourself

This session is designed to engage students in the
process of interpretation. Working collaboratively
in small groups, students select an object and develop
a five-step plan for interpretation to present to
the rest of the class. With different learning styles
and different works of art, we're guaranteed a
wide range of approaches to interpretation, and a
sense of empowerment that bodes well for future
encounters with art.

Suited to middle school, this lesson plan is good
for building literacy skills and expressive language.
Also available in Spanish.

English Language Arts Language Strand, Standards 1, 2, 4; Reading
and Literature Strand, Standards 9, 10.  History & Social Science
Learning Standards 7.10c, 7.13, 7.16c. /Arts Connections: History,

Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines, Standards 6-10.




Gallery Lessons

Language &
Literacy

The Muse of Writing

Visual images can launch some extraordinary writing.

This lesson will incorporate spirited discussion and
a fun “pre-writing” group activity, as well as prompts
for more extended solo writing. There are so many
possibilities—descriptive prose, poetry, dramatic dia-
logue, group stories. We'd love to develop a sequence
of visits that would support your classroom’s writing
curriculum.

May be adapted for all grade levels, as well as
English-language learners.
English Language Arts Language Strand, Standards 1, 2, 4; Reading

and Literature Strand, Standards 9, 10, 14; Composition Strand,
Standards 19, 22, 23. /Arts Connections: History, Criticism, and

Links to Other Disciplines, Standards 6-10.

Language &
Literacy

Reader’s Theater

Two weeks before your museum visit, we'll send
several written myths and folk tales that relate directly
to works of art in the collections. Ask your students
to re-create the prose stories in dramatic scripts,
framed by a narrator but rich with dialogue. Small
groups can prepare to do a dramatic reading in
the museum before learning about the related work
of art from our gallery teacher.

Appropriate for middle and high school.

English Language Arts Language Strand, Standards 1, 2; Reading

and Literature Strand, Standards 9-11,16-18. " Arts Connections:
History, Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines, Standards 6-10.




Gallery Lessons

Culture &
Context

Art & Spirit
Many works of art now in the museum were originally
made to convey cultural values and beliefs. Trying
to understand such objects in their narrative, architec-
tural, or ritual contexts will yield important insights
into diverse world views that affect us today. “Why
does the Buddha have such long ear lobes? How do
Hindu devotees regard processional bronzes? Why
did the Catholic church commission so many images
of martyrs? How does Islam vary in different times
and places?” Such questions come up quite naturally
among museum visitors, and our gallery teachers are
prepared to provide the relevant informationin a
fair and balanced way.

Appropriate for all grades.

History & Social Science Learning Standards 7.10c, 7.13, 7.16c, CSA.1-4,
NEA.1-4, E.1-3. / Arts Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to
Other Disciplines, Standards 6-10.

Culture &
Context

The Art of Ancient Greece & Rome

Athena, Alexander, Herakles, and Homer—not to
mention a host of centaurs, satyrs, and Amazons—
are standing by to deepen your students’ engagement
with the myths and lifestyles of the ancient world.
The same critical thinking exercised by archaeologists
will be applied to the encounter with works of art that
give a glimpse into another time and place. In this
lesson, we discuss the ongoing influence of these
civilizations while considering later European paint-
ings with classical themes.

Due to space restrictions, this lesson is available
for groups of fewer than 30 students. A sketching or
storytelling activity can be added; please ask when
you schedule the tour. Appropriate for all grades.

History & Social Science Learning Standards 7.31, 7.32, 7.34e, 7.43.

 Arts Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines,
Standards 6-10.




Gallery Lessons

Culture &
Context

The European Renaissance

This lesson will introduce European painting and
sculpture with reference to classical influences,
artistic innovations, and facets of both secular and
religious life in the 14th to 16th century.

History & Social Science Learning Standard WHI.29. " Arts
Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines,
Standards 6-10.

Culture &
Context

10

Asian Traditions

Consider the beauty and meaning of imagery
from China, Korea, Japan, and India. Reflect on
Asian attitudes toward nature and society. Listen
to a story or music from an Asian culture. Look
closely at the museum’s screens and scrolls, then
try your hand at brush and ink. Leave with an
appreciation of the many contributions these
cultures make to our world today.

History & Social Science Learning Standard 4.7. / Arts

Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines,
Standards 6-10.



Gallery Lessons

11

American Art, Literature, and History

Tell us where you are in your study of American
history or literature, and we'll be sure to feature works

Culture &
Context

of art that resonate with your classroom conversation.

This lesson brings together primary source materials
to deepen students’ understanding of historical
moments and cultural themes that inform American
culture today.

Appropriate for all grades.

English Language Arts Reading and Literature Strand, Learning
Standard 9.  History & Social Science Learning Standards

5.1-5.35. /Arts Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to
Other Disciplines, Standards 6-10.

Culture &
Context

12

Considering Modern Art

Modern art can be challenging, ambiguous,
persuasive—even ugly! What else could we expect,
given the rapid changes artists have lived through
in the past hundred years? Innovation has been
elevated to new heights. New problems demand new
solutions. This lesson will encourage interpretive
discussion as well as connections between modern
art and life.

Appropriate for middle and high school.

Arts Connections: History, Criticism, and Links to Other Disciplines,
Standards 6-10.




Planning Your Visit

Visits may be scheduled for 10 to 60 students, subject
to availability of gallery space. Large groups will be
divided into clusters of no more than 15 students.
Gallery lessons last from 30 to 90 minutes, depending
on the lesson requested and your group’s needs.

Reservations

All group visits, including self-guided tours, require
reservations at least three weeks in advance. To reserve
avisit for your class, call us at 617-496-8576 or register
online at www.harvardartmuseum.org.

Chaperones

One adult chaperone is required for every 10 students.
Chaperone guidelines are available online (www.
harvardartmuseum.org, and click on Education/K-12).

Pre-visit consultation

If you'd like to talk with a member of the museum’s
education staff in preparation for your group’s visit,
call Susannah Hutchison at 617-496-8576.

Preparing for the visit

Once your visit is confirmed, you will receive a pre-
visit packet. Please review the information and contact
us immediately if you need to make any changes.
Review the “Guidelines for a Visit” with your students
and the “Be a Great Chaperone” guidelines with the
adults who will accompany you (both are in the packet
and online).

Cancellation policy
If you must cancel, please call 617-496-8576 so that
we can alert volunteers who have been preparing

for your visit. If your group is going to be late, call
617-496-8576 or 617-495-0799 to let us know.

Bus drop-off

Students should be dropped off directly in front of the
museum at 485 Broadway. To learn about options for
parking buses, please speak with Susannah Hutchison
(617-496-8576) when you confirm your reservation.

Subsidized bus transportation

Limited funds are available to assist low-resource
schools with transportation costs. To inquire, please
call 617-496-8576.

Lunch

Please arrange to eat before or after your visit. There is
no cafeteria, and food is not allowed in the museum.

Backpacks and cameras

Backpacks are not permitted in the galleries. They can
be stored in bins that will be available in the lobby.
Flash photography is not permitted in the galleries.

Qil on canvas. Harvard Art Museum/
Fogg Museum, Bequest of Grenville L.

Winthrop, 1943.231.
Terracotta. Harvard Art Museum/Arthur

M. Sackler Museum, Transfer from
the Alice Corinne McDaniel Collection,
Department of the Classics, Harvard

Red-Figure Bell Krater: Phlyax Scene.
University, 2007.104..4.

Greek, South Italy, Apulian, c. 370 BC.

5: Attributed to Jacques-Louis David,
French, Homer and Calliope, 1812.
6: Attributed to the McDaniel Painter,

Jeanne-

ylic on PVC panel.

Harvard Art Museum/Fogg Museum,
Richard Norton Memorial Fund and

purchase through the generosity of
c. 1760 and 1781. Oil on canvas. Harvard

Art Museum/Fogg Museum, Bequest
of Charles E. Dunlap, 1966.47.

Nancy B. Tieken, 2008.233. © Kerry
Pompadour, 1750; later additions by

James Marshall.

1: Kerry James Marshall, American,
Antoinette Poisson, Marquise de

3: Francois Boucher, French,

Untitled, 2008. Acr




Scheduling checklist

Please have this information ready when you call to make your reservation:

10: Charger with Blossoming Peony

8: Portrait of a Lady with Earrings, Roman,

Egypt, Antinodpolis, c. AD 130-40.

a. Contact person

b. School address, including zip
c. School phone

d. Best phone to reach you

e. Best email to reach you

f. Best time to reach you

g- Number of students

h. Grade level

i. Tour topic

j- Date(s) you'd like to visit

k. Cell phone (for communication if your bus is delayed)

Harvard Art Museum

Fogg Museum, Busch-Reisinger Museum,
Arthur M. Sackler Museum

617-495-9400
www.harvardartmuseum.org

Hours

Decor, Chinese, Ming dynasty, early 15th
century. Blue-and-white ware: porcelain
International Understanding Through Arts
and Crafts Foundation, 2005.110.

with decoration painted in underglaze
cobalt blue. Harvard Art Museum/Arthur

M. Sackler Museum, Purchase through
11: Winslow Homer, American, The Brush
Harrow, 1865. Oil on canvas. Harvard Art

Museum/Fogg Museum, Anonymous gift,

the generosity of the Ralph C. Marcove
I939.229.

Monday-Saturday, 10am-5pm
Sunday, 1-5pm
Closed major holidays.

Admission

Free for students 18 and under, teachers
with school ID, and adults accompanying
school groups.

Access

The Arthur M. Sackler Museum is
wheelchair accessible. An assistive listening
device is available upon request.

Encaustic on linden wood. Harvard Art

Museum/Arthur M. Sackler Museum,

on panel. Harvard Art Museum/Fogg
Museum, Hervey E. Wetzel Bequest

Fund, 1921.34.

Cross between the Virgin and Cardinal
Evangelist, c. 1446. Tempera and gold

Gift of Dr. Denman W. Ross, 1923.60.
9: Fra Angelico, Italian, Christ on the
Torquemada and Saint John the

Adolphus Busch Hall

Memorial Hall
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“Literacy learning is implicit and ongoing in the museum’s programs. ...
[The work the children do] has an impact across the curriculum. The kids
become more careful observers and more sophisticated thinkers.”

Jenny Phillips, third-grade teacher, Kennedy-Longfellow School, Cambridge

Sarcophagus: Amazonomachy (detail). Roman, late 2nd-early
3rd century AD. Pentelic marble. Harvard Art Museum/Arthur
M. Sackler Museum, Gift of Edward W. Forbes, 1899.9.A-C,
Bequest of Charles W. Gould, Esq., 1932.49.A-B.






